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CEDC ANNOUNCES MICROBUSINESS GRADUATES 
Local small business owners improve management skills 

 

Columbia Economic Development Corporation (CEDC) Executive Director Kenneth J. Flood 

today announced ten small business owners have successfully completed the annual CEDC 

MicroBusiness Seminar Series.  

 

“The MicroBusiness Seminar Series is part of our ongoing effort to support local business 

development,” stated CEDC Executive Director Kenneth J. Flood.  “Although much attention 

has been paid to the bigger employers in the region, we know that it is small businesses that drive 

our economy – and they are growing in numbers.”   

 

Business owners completing the 8-week seminar series were: Melony Coons of Mairanda’s 

Cutting Edge, Holly Gardner of Endless Gardens, Lauren Giambrone of Good Fight Herb 

Company, Selha Graham-Cora of The Laundress at Sip n Suds, Amy Krane of Amy Krane Color, 

Heather Lloyd of June Bug Bags, Monique Marcil of Shana Lee Jewelry, Kristen Stoddard, who 
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plans to open a Mexican restaurant, Mario Verna of Hudson Valley Smart Home, and Lee Wood 

of EZ Foods of the Northeast. Madeline Marvar, an employee of Hudson Development 

Corporation, participated to better understand the resources available to Hudson business owners.  

 

“We have high hopes for the entrepreneurs who come through the MicroBusiness Seminar 

Series,” stated Kenneth J. Flood.  “This was another strong class. Two participants have already 

received loans through our SBA microloan program. I expect others from this class to apply once 

they have completed their business plans.” 

 

Instructors in this session included Mark Greenberg, an attorney with a practice in Hudson; 

Daniel Berman, a partner in The Creamery at Twin Maple Farm and CFO of One-Blue; and 

Nathan Winch and Christina Schober, both of Kinderhook Bank. 

 

Participants in the MicroBusiness Seminar can get help writing their business plan, learning 

QuickBooks or developing a marketing strategy. Up to 5 hours of one-on-one Technical 

Assistance is provided to everyone who completes the series. Technical Assistance is provided 

by professionals in the community, and it is free to the business owner. 

 

Lauren Giambrone, owner of Good Fight Herb Company and a certified herbalist, stated that she 

is more energized now that she has taken the class. “It’s been amazing. I am now clear on my 

homework for the winter and I am looking forward to it. My business will definitely benefit from 

everything I learned.” 

 

“Participating in the MicroBusiness Seminar Series a smart business decision,” remarked 

Business Development Specialist Martha Lane. “We try to make it easy for business owners to 

get the basics in eight weeks. The technical assistance allows for one-on-one advice tailored to 

their specific business needs.” 

 

The cost for the MicroBusiness Seminar Series is $150, which is refunded at the end of the series 

in the form of either a one-year membership in the Columbia County Chamber of Commerce or a 

gift certificate to an office supply store. Scholarships are available. 

 

Lane credited the Columbia County Chamber of Commerce for providing the use of their 

conference room for the 8-week session.   

 

The 20-hour MicroBusiness Seminar Series is offered every fall by Columbia Economic 

Development Corporation.  The next session will be held in September 2014. For more 

information about Columbia Economic Development Corporation, visit www.columbiaedc.com 

or contact the office at 518.828.4718.  
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Photo (l to r):  Front Row: Selha Graham-Cora, The Laundress at Sip n Suds; Monique Marcil, 

Shana Lee Jewelry; Madeline Marvar, Hudson Development Corporation; Kristen Stoddard, who 

plans to open an authentic Mexican restaurant; Heather Lloyd, June Bug Bags; Back Row: Amy 

Krane, Amy Krane Color; Mario Verna, Hudson Valley Smart Home; Lauren Giambrone, Good 

Fight Herb Co.; Holly Gardner, Endless Gardens. Missing from photo: Melony Coons, 

Mairanda’s Cutting Edge and Lee Wood, EZ Foods of the Northeast. 
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