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CEDC APPOINTS NEW BOARD MEMBER 
 

Columbia Economic Development Corporation (CEDC) today announced that Tony Jones has 

been appointed to the CEDC Board of Directors.  Jones is the former owner of the twice-weekly 

Independent Newspaper.   

 

“Tony will be a great addition to the board of directors,” said CEDC Board President David 

Crawford.  “His knowledge and expertise of the county and surrounding area will be a great asset 

to the board as we continue to provide economic development services to Columbia County.”   

 

Most recently, Jones owned, in partnership with his late wife Victoria Simons, the Independent 

Newspaper, which for a number of years was the official newspaper-of-record for every town, 

village and school district in Columbia County.  Later they added The Paper, an arts and 

entertainment publication, as well as two Antiquer papers covering the Hudson Valley and 

western CT/MA.  The company was sold in 2001.   

 

Jones and Simons moved to Columbia County in 1977.  Prior to leaving Manhattan, Jones was 

editor at Harper’s Magazine and re-inventor of Harper’s Weekly.  Before buying the Independent 

Newspaper, he had a successful freelance career, mostly based in NYC.   

 

A graduate of Yale, Jones later was editor of the Yale Alumni Magazine when it won an award 

as the best alumni magazine in the country.   

 

Jones has been a bank director for 20 years, first with Hudson City Savings, then Hudson River 

Bank & Trust, then First Niagara Financial Group where he served as chair of the Corporate 

Governance & Nominating Committee until retiring from the board in 2013.   



 

 

 

Jones currently serves on the boards of the Columbia Land Conservancy and the Hudson River 

Bank & Trust Foundation. 

 

Columbia Economic Development Corporation is the lead economic development organization 

for Columbia County, New York.   Our mission is to strengthen the area’s tax base through 

economic development and job creation, to assist businesses locate and expand within the 

County, and to promote Columbia County as a premier location to live and work.  For more 

information visit www.columbiaedc.com. 
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