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County’s Future Looking Bright 
 

By Kenneth J. Flood 
 

 

Columbia County’s economic development future looks bright as we move into 2015, the 

recipient of $2 million just awarded for more than a dozen new projects and a recent designation 

as one of the top three most artistic counties in the United States. 

  

This is an exciting time for Columbia County and our continued economic development as we 

move into the New Year with promising projects that will impact residents and attract visitors 

and new investors to our region.   

 

Columbia County is part of the Capital Region Economic Development Council along with 

Albany, Greene, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schenectady, Warren and Washington counties. Ten 

Regional Economic Development Councils were established in 2011 to be more community-

based and project driven. Governor Andrew Cuomo announced $702 million in funding 

statewide among the 10 regional councils with Columbia County receiving $2 million of that 

funding. 

 

Projects awarded funding locally include: Questar III, $99,426 for Licensed Practical Nurse 

training; Thomas Cole Historic House, $60,000 for River Crossing exhibit; Children’s Media 

Project, $47,700 for Mobile Media Lab; Hudson Opera House, $60,000 for Market Hudson NY; 



Town of Germantown, $30,000 for a wastewater treatment plant improvement project; Town of 

Ancram, $30,000 for a sewer study; Olana Partnership, $200,000 for River Crossing creative 

marketing; Shaker Museum, $500,000 for barn preservation and tourism development; Premier 

Corporation, $200,000 for infrastructure improvements; Friends of Taconic State Park, $50,000 

for Copake Iron Works furnace project; Friends of Clermont, $48,000 to enhance development 

capabilities; Columbia County, $131,250 for Hudson North Bay Recreation & Nature Center; 

City of Hudson, $600,000 for storm water separation project; and free103point9, Inc., $41,200 

for enhanced digital programming and outreach. 

 

Columbia County’s creative community was recognized in a recent study published by Mt. 

Auburn Associates of Somerville, Massachusetts on behalf of the Center for Economic Growth 

and the Community Foundation for the Greater Capital Region. The study found only two other 

counties in the United States – Kings (Brooklyn) and Taos, New Mexico – have a higher 

concentration of independent artists than Columbia County.  

 

This is a very significant distinction as there is increasing attention, regionally and nationally, on 

the economic importance of the creative economy. 

 

Our county is home to 2,164 jobs in creative industries which represents 6.52 percent of the 

area’s employment. Creative industries are grouped into five segments according to the study 

and include design, media, visual arts and handcrafted projects, performing arts and heritage and 

preservation. Design includes graphic design, architecture, landscape architecture, interior design, 

industrial design services, printing and other specialized design. Media includes motion picture 

and video, sound recording, radio and television broadcasting, internet publishing, newspapers, 

advertising, bookstores, books and periodical publishers, public relations agencies, video game 

developers and independent writers. Visual arts and handcrafted products include photography, 

sculpting, painting, jewelry, pottery, textiles, pressed and blown glass, art dealers, galleries, craft 

making and craft stores. Performing arts include performing arts companies, promoters of 

performing arts, music and dance schools, musical instrument manufacturing and supplies stores, 

self-employed actors, dancers, directors and musicians. Heritage and preservations includes 

museums, historic sites, libraries/archives, antiques and preservation.  



In the year ahead, Columbia County is well-positioned for continued economic growth as CEDC 

seeks to leverage the region’s creative assets, executes a robust business retention, expansion and 

attraction program, and continues to market the County as a uniquely desirable place to live and 

work.  

 

We look forward to continuing our service to Columbia County, seeking new ideas, partners and 

approaches to our work – while maintaining our longstanding commitment to our mission of 

maximizing the county’s economic prosperity.  We look forward to continuing our service to 

Columbia County and sincerely thank you for your support of our important economic 

development efforts.   

  

Columbia Economic Development Corporation (CEDC), the lead economic development 

organization for Columbia County, is committed to strengthening the county’s tax base 

through economic development and job creation while maintaining the quality of life 

desired by the people who live and work here.  For more information about the programs 

and services of CEDC, please visit our website at www.columbiaedc.com or call  us at 518 

828.4718.   

 

 
CEDC Executive Director Kenneth J. Flood 
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