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Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced $702 million in funding for state projects Thursday in 

Albany, including over $2 million for projects in Columbia County. 

A total of 14 local municipalities and other organizations received funding for a wide 

variety of projects as part of the fourth round of the governor’s Regional Economic 

Development Council initiatives. 

Columbia County Economic Development Agency executive Director Kenneth Flood 

was among those present at Thursday’s press conference and said he was excited to see 

so many county organizations secure project funding. 

The largest grant is $600,000 in Community Development Block Grant funding awarded 

to the city of Hudson to replace 525 linear feet of sanitary and stormwater lines along 

Front Street. 

Another grant winner was Premier Personal Products Corporation, which acquired 

$200,000 to make infrastructure improvements to increase production at their factory 

warehouse, the former Wal-Mart store on Fairview Avenue. The company now 

manufactures health and beauty products at the facility, Flood said. 

“That’s a nice success story, and the kind that brings new jobs to the county,” he said. 

One organization that did not receive funding is Columbia Memorial Hospital, for which 

the county’s Economic Development Commission wrote an application as an expansion 

project. Flood said. 

“I’m not sure if it didn’t get funded or if it’s being funded through an alternate funding 

source,” he said.   

Another major award was $131,250 to Columbia County itself to fund the design and 

planning of the proposed Hudson North Bay Recreation and Natural Center that has been 

proposed by the Columbia Land Conservancy. The grant application was submitted by 

the county on behalf of the conservancy and the city of Hudson, Flood said. 



Columbia Land Conservancy Executive Director Peter Paden said he was thrilled to 

receive state funding for the planned recreation preserve. The property would stretch 

from Hudson’s Charles Williams Park to the Greenport Conservation Area, which the 

conservancy already owns.   

The nature center would connect Hudson to nearly 1,000 acres of protected open space, 

protect fish and wildlife habitat and create an education resource for natural studies and 

the history of settlement along the Hudson River. A master plan was drafted in 2011 but 

would be updated as part of the planning process, Paden said. 

That area includes the former county sewage treatment landfill and city-owned land 

including the Furgary Boat Club, and would have open space and walkways, he said. The 

landfill has been capped and is now represented by large mounds of earth with gas vents 

sticking out of them. Due to DEC regulations, there are serious constraints on what can 

be built on them, making open space a good option, Paden said. 

“The county and city own the land, and they need to decide whether to go through with 

this,” Paden said. 

Part of that discussion will include who will actually own the nature center if it is created. 

The conservancy will be seeking public input on the project and scheduling public 

meetings on the topic in the coming months, Paden said. 

Flood said another grant, for $60,000, awarded to the Hudson Opera House to study the 

tourism market within 20 miles of Hudson was of particular interest to his office. 

“They put a lot of work into that and I’m anxious to support them with that study,” Flood 

said. 

Hudson Development Corp. Executive Director Sheena Salvino said she was pleased to 

see the opera house and the land conservancy receive funding. But she was disappointed 

that other Hudson projects, such as the opera house’s larger application for major 

construction projects, the application for work on the Seventh Street park, and a 

wayfinding grant for signage in the city, were not funded. 

She said these would be revisited, in order to “see where we went wrong on some 

applications and make stronger ones for next year.”   

The other local organizations receiving awards Thursday are as follows: 



 Shaker Museum and Library was awarded $500,000 for the Mount Lebanon 

Shaker Great Stone Barn Preservation and Tourism Development project.  According to 

Regional Economic Development Council’s award booklet, “The proposed project for the 

iconic Great Stone Barn at Mount Lebanon, the world’s most important Shaker historic 

site, will be used to reconstruct the ground level flooring, known as the Stable Floor, to 

permit public access to a monumental 5,200 square-foot open-air space to host museum 

visitors, tours, special events and programming and make the building accessible for 

Heritage Tourism.” 

 

 Free 103point9, Inc., also known as WGXC-FM, received $41,200 to hire a 

mobile studio manager who would enhance digital programming and outreach.  Filling a 

new, full-time position, this employee will implement Arts + Culture + Transmission, a 

program that aims to develop digital skills in rural upstate communities, as well as 

produce and transmit arts and cultural programming through Wave Farm's WGXC-FM 

radio and online streams to a broad spectrum of public users and listeners. 

Station Manager Lynn Sloneker said the new person would manage the station’s satellite 

studios.  “We want to expand the network we have,” she said, “and have more satellite 

studios present in the community. This person would coordinate all that.” 

 Friends of Clermont received $48,000 to hire a development and marketing 

associate to enhance their development capabilities. “This position will enhance the 

organization's member relations, increase its capacity to develop new funding streams, 

communicate its activities more effectively, raise awareness and build new audiences.” 

 

 Friends of Taconic State Park received $50,000 for their Copake Iron Works 

Furnace Cornerstones Stabilization project.  They plan to rebuild the four cornerstones of 

the 19th-century blast furnace at Copake Iron Works. “The cornerstones will be 

fabricated to replicate the original cornerstones, which were removed after a 1938 

hurricane. The replacement of the cornerstones is the last remaining item of a multi-phase 

program to save this centerpiece of the Copake Iron Works historic site.” 

 

 The Olana Partnership was awarded $200,000 for the River Crossing Creative 

Marketing project, and the Thomas Cole Historic House in Catskill was awarded $60,000 

for the River Crossing exhibition. 

“Olana and the Thomas Cole National Historic Site are partnering to launch a joint 

exhibition of contemporary art, entitled ‘River Crossing.’ The project’s primary goal is to 



attract new visitors to the region through a comprehensive multimedia marketing plan, 

and the creation of a documentary film. 

“The curators have selected artists and artworks that illuminate the connections between 

19th-century American art and contemporary times and that specifically speak to the 

historic environments of both sites.” 

 The town of Ancram was awarded $30,000 for its sewer study.  The town will 

complete an engineering report to evaluate sewer service to 50 properties in the hamlet of 

Ancram. 

 

 The town of Germantown was awarded $30,000 for its Wastewater Treatment 

Plant Improvement Project.  The town will complete an engineering report to evaluate the 

Germantown wastewater treatment plant. 

 

 The Children's Media Project was awarded $47,700 for its Mobile Media Lab. 

“The Mobile Media Lab is designed to utilize the creative programming of Children's 

Media Project and the important community resources of public libraries to serve youth. 

Youth will gain skills in the art of making tools, digital literacy and workforce 

development while regional librarians gain digital fluency and technological resources to 

better serve the public.” The organization is based in Poughkeepsie, but Columbia and 

Greene counties are included in the area the grant will cover. 

 

 Rensselaer-Columbia-Greene BOCES Questar III was awarded $99,426 for its 

program in Licensed Practical Nurse Training.  The organization “will train 55 long-term 

unemployed workers in licensed practical nursing, including promoting success in 

professional nursing, human growth and development through the life cycle, community 

world health/microbiology, pharmacology, anatomy and physiology, fundamentals of 

nursing, behavioral health, medical-surgical nursing, pediatrics, and obstetrics.” 


