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COLUMBIA COUNTY — Sales tax is down for most counties throughout the state according to 

the state comptroller, but not in Columbia County. 

Sales tax statewide increased 1.3 percent from 2013 to 2014, which is significantly less than the 

3.8 percent increase the state saw from 2012 to 2013. But Columbia County has seen the 

opposite occur: sales tax revenue is up 6 percent from 2013, from $33.6 million to $35.6 million. 

In comparison, Dutchess County saw an increase of 4.9 percent, while Greene County saw an 

increase of 1.2 percent. Rensselaer County saw an increase of 2.8 percent and Albany County an 

increase of 4.3 percent. 

“I think it’s great because it shows more people are spending money in Columbia County,” said 

Columbia County Chamber of Commerce President David Colby. 

The general feeling of chamber members is that the economy is improving in Columbia County, 

Colby said.  He attributed the growth to increased tourism, as well as better advertising and 

online promotion. 

Prospering local businesses are more likely to invest in the community, Colby said, such as 

donating to local charities or youth sports programs, rescue squads and to the arts. 

Columbia County Economic Development Kenneth Flood said the county has kept spending 

under control and tax increases to a minimum, which he said created a more business-friendly 

environment. He also credited the drop in gas prices in recent months and the county’s low 

unemployment rate, which was reported at 4.4 percent, according to the state Department of 

Labor’s December 2014 unemployment report. 

The increase in tourism is also a huge factor, Flood said. 

“Seven percent of our population works in some kind of tourism-based business,” Flood said. 

“That’s the highest in Hudson Valley.” 

Part of that tourism is the growth of small business districts in town like Chatham, Hillsdale and 

Kinderhook, Flood said. 

Columbia County Board of Supervisors Chairman Patrick Grattan also attributed the growth to 

tourism, as well as the growth of large stores such as Kohl’s and Wal-Mart, smaller local stores 

and restaurants, and vehicle sales due to lower gas prices. 



“People come to town, they eat at a restaurant, they stay at a bed-and-breakfast and fill up their 

gas tank,” Grattan said. 

Unlike Greene County, some of the sales tax revenue collected by the Columbia County goes 

back to municipalities, Grattan said. 

“Columbia County shares 31 percent of revenue with the towns,” Grattan said. “Last year, it was 

about $11,000 paid back to the municipalities using formulas from the state based on 

population.” 

Vehicle sales tax also helps, because in New York the tax paid goes to the county where the 

buyer lives, not the county where the sale takes place, Grattan said. 

Sales tax collections across the state grew by $439 million. In 2013, the growth rate was 5.2 

percent. 

“Municipalities across this state know all too well the volatile nature of sales tax revenue in 

uncertain economic times,” DiNapoli stated. “When our local governments have slower-than-

expected revenue growth, the results can have a serious impact on their budgets now and in the 

future,” according to Thomas DiNapoli, the state comptroller. “As the 2015 fiscal year unfolds, I 

recommend local leaders continue their vigilance in monitoring their revenues and spending and 

be ready to tighten their belts should this slowdown continue.” 

The comptroller's report found that almost 70 percent of the sales tax collection growth last year 

took place in New York City. The city’s sales tax collections grew by $304 million, or 4.8 

percent from 2013 to 2014, compared to 6.8 percent growth in 2013. 

   *** 
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