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Columbia county — County leaders will soon have clearer plans on how to expand water and 
sewer service in Columbia County’s commercial district.

Columbia Economic Development Corporation Executive Director Kenneth Flood told members 
of the county's Airport Subcommittee that CEDC's board authorized him to solicit an engineer and 
perform preliminary engineering work and cost estimates for expansion of the water and sewer 
district in Ghent and Claverack.

The county received three bids from engineering firms after issuing a request for proposals earlier 
this year. Flood said he was set to make a recommendation regarding the firm to choose at the 
January CEDC meeting, but the meeting was canceled because of snow. He plans to make his 
recommendation at the CEDC's Feb. 24 meeting.

The chosen engineer will detail preliminary engineering and cost estimates for bringing water and 
sewer services to current and planned businesses in the district, including the airport.

“The airport is in the district already, but it is not serviced,” Flood said.

One option is to extend water and sewer districts north up Route 9H in Claverack, to land that has 
been zoned as commercial.

“One possibility is we run water and sewer along north 9H and then we could pick up Kozel’s 
(restaurant) and a few others and some of the commercial zoned land up there,” Flood said.

Another possible expansion is up west on Route 66 toward Ginsberg’s Foods, the Mobil gas 
station and the Village Dodge car dealership.

“Village Dodge is already hooked up to the water but not the sewer,” Flood said.

On Monday, Flood said he will receive a draft copy of the strategy to consolidate water services in 
Greenport and Claverack from The LaBerge Group of Albany. The study was funded by a 
$250,000 grant, with $50,000 used to prepare the plan and the other $200,000 to be used for 
equipment and implementation of the plan.



Greenport already supplies water to the Gerald R. Simons Commerce Park in Ghent and parts of 
Claverack, including the Brookwood Secure Facility. The town owns the Mount Ida aquifer 
located near the Route 66 and Route 9H intersection, which provides water to Claverack. Water 
district consolidation could help bring business into the area, Greenport Supervisor John Porreca 
said.

“Consolidation would give us more ability to open up

the corridor,” Porreca said. “It could open up a lot of commercial and residential properties and 
take them off wells and onto the water district.”
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