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GHENT — Big business was the keynote topic at 
the annual Columbia County Economic 
Development Corporation meeting Tuesday at 
Kozel’s Restaurant in Ghent, where businessmen 
and federal, state and county-level representatives 
converged to discuss progress and prospects.

“It’s a good time to be in Columbia County,” 
CEDC President David Crawford said at the 
meeting.

Executive Director Ken Flood highlighted 
committee accomplishments, which included filing 
applications for $1.2 million in grants for a sewage 
treatment plant for Catamount Ski 
Area’s condominium in Copake.

“It is probably one of the largest construction 
projects in the county ever,” Flood said.

He added the task was sizable in the number of hours the CEDC dedicated to the project, a joint 
effort between developers of Catamount Resorts and the Catamount Ski Area.

The waste treatment facility is soon to undergo a $20 million construction phase, Flood said.

Flood also noted the CEDC’s feasibility study, currently underway, involving the creation of a 
dairy goat herd industry in Columbia County.

“This is a great opportunity to grow businesses in Columbia County,” Greenport Town Supervisor 
John Porreca said at the meeting.

Porreca also serves as chairman of the county’s Public Safety and Health and Medical Services 
committees and a member of the county Finance committee.

The draft goat cheese industry study would analyze the necessary materials to start goat cheese 
production and how much would have to be sold to make a profit.

“After that we would talk to farmers in the city to get their feedback and thoughts,” Flood said.
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The CEDC this year also distributed $650,000 in loans to local businesses including the 
Vanderbilt House LLC in Philmont and Ronnybrook Farm in Ancram.

“Small businesses and large businesses are the lifeblood of Columbia County,” said County Clerk 
Holly Tanner on behalf of an absent Pat Grattan.

Flood also discussed the controversial Ginsberg’s project.

Ginsberg’s, the largest independent food service distributor in the Capital Region and Hudson 
Valley, wants to construct an $11.3 million, 65,000-square-foot refrigerated warehouse, creating 
51 new jobs and retaining 233 existing jobs. The development involves areas in Ghent and 
Claverack.

Plans for an expansion of the Ginsberg’s Food operation were denied by the Ghent planning board 
five months ago, but several lawsuits filed over the project were heard in Columbia County Court 
Wednesday.

The event featured business presentations discussing the state of several county projects.

John Ng, vice president of Fortune Group, announced his recycling company invested over $11 
million to date into a 1,000-metric-ton fish farm in Greenport.

“What started as a real estate deal and a hope to diversify our business is materializing into our 
project in Greenport,” Ng said.

A representative from Empire State Development, New York’s chief economic development 
agency, spoke about upcoming opportunities pending the passage of the state budget, including 
the increase of broadband, collaborations with the City of Hudson to develop its waterfront and 
the expansion of water and sewer service.

William VanSlyke, vice president of Marketing and External Affairs at Columbia Memorial 
Health, announced CMH has prevailed as the largest private-sector employer in the county.

“To survive nowadays as healthcare systems in transition … you have to provide good quality and 
low cost,” Van Slyke said. "We’re doing both of those things."

Van Slyke reflected on the county’s approval of a transfer in ownership of the county-owned Pine 
Haven Nursing Home and Rehabilitation Center to Premier Healthcare Management, a for-profit 
company.

“Whether we like it or not, the only ones that can make it work in the nursing world are those who 
can benefit from the economy,” Van Slyke said.



CEDC Treasurer Robert Sherwood reviewed the financial report, and announced the CEDC 
finished 2014 with $3.4 million in total assets and $2.7 million in acquisitions, according to 
preliminary figures.

Flood thanked town supervisors, Ann Mueller, deputy district director for U.S. Congressman 
Chris Gibson, R-Kinderhook, and Nick Melson, chief of staff for Assemblywoman Didi Barrett, 
R-116, for attending.
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