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ALBANY— Columbia County will have a voice in the battle for the 2015 Upstate Revitalization 
Initiative funding.

Columbia County Economic Development Committee Chairman John Reilly, R-Gallatin, has been 
appointed to the Upstate Revitalization Advisory Council, a subcommittee of the Capital Region 
Economic Development Council.

The announcement came from Columbia County Economic Development Corporation Executive 
Director Kenneth J. Flood on Tuesday morning. At the meeting, Reilly thanked Board of 
Supervisors Chairman Patrick Grattan, R-Kinderhook for nominating him for the position.

“The purpose of this subcommittee is to review proposals submitted by each of the counties in the 
Capital Region,” Reilly said. “Each county would be submitting a list of potential projects.”

The subcommittee will bring together members from various industry sectors, as well as research 
firms, to help create a plan that will contain short- and long-term strategies.

Announced in January by Gov. Andrew Cuomo, seven state regions will compete for a share of 
$1.5 billion in funding. Reilly said the top three regions will be awarded $500 million in funding, 
given in $100 million increments over five years.

Columbia and Greene counties are a part of the Capital Region and the other six regions are the 
central New York, Finger Lakes, Mid-Hudson Valley, Mohawk Valley, North Country and the 
Southern Tier. New York City and Long Island regions of the state are not participating in the 
competition for the funding.

Reilly said he will attend a meeting of the economic development council on Thursday when a 
date for the first subcommittee meeting will be announced. He added the first subcommittee 
meeting is likely to take place in early June.

Michael Castellana, president and CEO of SEFCU, a federal credit union, and Michael J. Hickey, 
interim CEO of the Center for Economic Growth of Albany, are co-chairmen of the 
subcommittee.

The chairmen of the council are James J. Barba, president and CEO of Albany Medical Center, 
and Dr. Robert J. Jones, president of the University at Albany.



“I want to present Columbia County as the Napa Valley to Albany and Rensselaer County’s nano 
technology center,” Reilly said. “I want to show Columbia County offers support to the more 
industrial region north of us.”

Reilly said the application pool right now for the Capital Region area consists of many projects 
out of the more populous counties such as Albany or Rensselaer.

Even with Reilly’s appointment to the subcommittee, Columbia County still does not have any 
representation on the council.

Corporation board member Mike Benson, R-New Lebanon, voiced his concern over this issue at 
the Tuesday morning meeting.

He said members of the council have been touring the Shaker Museum at Mount Lebanon as a 
part of their plan to gain economic development funds.

At a May 19 Columbia County Industrial Development Agency meeting, Flood said Castellana 
had sent a letter asking for all industrial development corporations to contribute a $100,000 
investment for the council.

Reilly said he would be updating both the Columbia County Board of Supervisors and the 
corporation’s board as the subcommittee meetings progress.

“I want to present Columbia County as an area that is attractive to due to our open spaces, 
beautiful home locations and our high quality of life.”
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