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GREENPORT— The Columbia County Industrial Development Agency bid a fond farewell to 
longtime member Bruce Bohnsack at its Tuesday meeting.

Having served on the board and as its current chairman for 30 years, Bohnsack will be stepping 
down from his position at the end of the month.

As a third generation president and general manager of GTel (Germantown Telephone Co.), board 
members praised his countless hours of work for the agency and thanked him for many years of 
service.

“I’ve stayed on for 30 years because it was exciting to me, there is always something happening,” 
Bohnsack said. “It’s time to move on to something else.”

With interim Columbia Economic Development Corporation executive director F. Michael Tucker 
taking the reins, the agency and the corporation will be electing a new officers to its boards.

The agency’s board will have six seats on it, once Bohnsack steps down at the end of the month. 
Tucker said it will be up to Columbia County Board of Supervisors Chairman Patrick Grattan, 
R-Kinderhook, to decide who will be appointed to it.

Currently, Sidney Richter is the vice chairman and Bob Galluscio is the secretary and treasurer for 
the agency. The remaining four members are Mike Benson, Brian Keeler, James Mackerer and 
Hudson Supervisor Sarah Sterling, D-1st Ward.

A new chair will be elected at the October meeting. Galluscio expressed interest in continuing his 
role as treasurer, while the role of secretary will be taken on by someone else.

“I have reviewed the loan portfolio and accounting for CEDC and overall I believe they are in 
good shape,” Tucker said. “Since they provide you with your administrative services, I thought 
you should be updated as a board.”

Tucker said each of the governance committees for the corporation and the agency should meet to 
update the bylaws of each. The agency’s bylaws have not been updated since 1988; this is a part 
of both organizations complying with the requirements of the Authorities Budget Office.

The interim director said he would be working with the county to hopefully have a contract in 
place for the corporation by the end of September. Once that is done, discussions on funding for 
the corporation from the county can begin.



Meeting discussions later shifted to the Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s Upstate Revitalization Initiative. 
Tucker said the county has been asked to contribute $50,000 to help the county’s chance at getting 
funding.

As a member of the Capital Region Economic Development Council, Tucker said it’s possible for 
the agency to contribute $25,000 and for the corporation to pay the other $25,000.

In the race, 10 economic development councils are vying for their share of $1.5 billion in state 
funds. Other players in the Capital Region have contributed to the funding already.

“The top three regions of the state who win would each receive $500 million. The race takes after 
the Buffalo Billion,” Tucker said. “Buffalo, New York City and Long Island aren’t included in the 
competition.”

Agency board member Mike Benson suggested the county should be the one to pay for the 
funding. More discussions with the county and its economic development committee will be 
taking place to see if the county will contribute any money at all.

The next agency meeting is 8:30 a.m. on Oct. 6.
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