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HUDSON— The Columbia Economic 
Development Corporation Board of Directors said 
goodbye to one of it’s longest-serving board 
members at its July 28 meeting.

Former Board President David Crawford stepped 
down after 25 years of service at the meeting and 
as one of its founding members, he has seen the 
corporation evolve since its beginnings in 
Columbia County.

With the corporation going through restructuring 
changes under the leadership of interim Executive 
Director F. Michael Tucker, Crawford, a civil 
engineer, remains optimistic about its future.

Crawford, 62, was born in Hudson and raised in 
Germantown. After graduating from high school, 
he attended Clarkson University in Potsdam where 
he majored in civil engineering.

“In high school, I took an aptitude test where it said 
I’d be interested in mechanical, civil or structural 
engineering; it turned out I was,” Crawford said. “I 
took a year off to do some surveying work out in 
Kansas City where I met my wife, Yvonne.”

After graduating from college, Crawford began his engineering career at American Electric Power 
where he worked in Michigan and Indiana. After leaving in 1979, he worked for a mechanical 
engineer contractor and another small engineering firm.

After living in Manhattan and commuting up to Germantown on the weekends, he and his family 
moved back to his childhood home in 1984 when he started working locally. Crawford opened his 
Hudson-based business Crawford & Associates in 1992.

“I always wanted to start my own business and wanted to do it where I grew up,” Crawford said. 
“My children have moved back to the area for the same reasons I did.”
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In 1990, several businessmen wanted to start a local economic development corporation that was 
affiliated with the county. As a former member of the Columbia County Chamber of Commerce 
board, Crawford was one of the then-youngbloods on the corporation when he joined.

Looking back on his time on it, Crawford said there were several projects he was affiliated with 
made him proud, including helping Whittier Rehabilitation & Skilled Nursing Center get 
established in Ghent.

Another project he remembers fondly is the corporation’s involvement in building and financing 
the county’s soil and water building on Route 66 in Ghent. After it paid off the mortgage, 
Crawford said the county gained ownership of it.

“I hope the Çatamount Resort project moves forward, it would be great for the area,” Crawford 
said. “We’ve helped so many small businesses over the years.”

In the early days of the corporation, Crawford said it helped establish the county’s commerce 
center, which runs along Route 9H and Route 66 up to Columbia County Airport.

Crawford and his wife, an accountant for Herrington’s have two children who are engineers and 
moved back to the area. His daughter, Jennifer works with him at the family business.

Last December, he became a first-time grandparent when his son and his wife, Joyce, welcomed a 
son, Rory.  

In addition to his involvement with the corporation, Crawford served on the Friends of Clermont 
Board of Trustees for 17 years. He was also on the board for the Columbia County Historical 
Society.

“I hope the CEDC can get back to the business of economic development and helping small 
businesses in our county,” Crawford said. “I’m very impressed with Mike Tucker. He will set the 
us in the right direction.”
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