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GHENT ―  The Columbia Economic 
Development Corporation is getting back to the 
business of the county's economic development.

After the April reveal by a state Authorities Budget 
Office's report where questions were raised about 
potential conflicts of interests with board members 
connected to the Ginsberg’s land deal and other 
related issues, a newly revamped organizational 
structure and membership plan were presented to 
the public Tuesday at Kozel's Restaurant in Ghent.

Interim President/CEO F. Michael Tucker was 
joined by members of the corporation and the 
Columbia County Industrial Development 
Agency's board to roll out its new strategic plan 
and vision for the coming months.

"We need to choose our future consciously and it is 
an opportune time for the CEDC to move forward,” 
said Tony Jones, the corporation's board president. 
“The people in this room are proof enough of how 
vibrant our business community is.”

Interim Regional Director Arnie Will, of the 
Empire Development Corporation, were on hand to 
discuss various economic development initiatives 
and programs going on in our region.

Tucker and Jones discussed things the business 
community can expect from the corporation in 2016, including a search for a new president/CEO 
beginning in March. Emphasis will be placed on candidates from the county and/or region.

It is Tucker's hope a new president will be in place by the end of June. Also, complete reviews of 
the corporation's bylaws, loan portfolio and overall finances were recently completed.
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"By moving forward with our strategic planning process, we can continue working with the board 
of supervisors and the Economic Development Committee on the future," Tucker said.

A new membership program was also unveiled by corporation Marketing Director Carol Wilbur, 
who gave brochures to attendees explaining the program.

Running until the middle of December, the four levels of membership offer specific benefits.

Next week The county Board of Supervisors is scheduled to vote next week on whether or not its 
funding to the corporation will be restored. The meeting is slated for 7:30 p.m. Nov. 18 at 401 
State St. in Hudson.

An interim contract between the county and corporation can be viewed on the CEDC's website, 
.www.columbiaedc.com

If adopted the contract will run through the end of 2016 and will approve $225,000 in funding for 
2015 to be restored.

County funding for 2016 will be distributed on a quarterly basis and will total $437,000.

Also attending the breakfast were Assemblywoman Didi Barrett, D-106, and Supervisors Matt 
Murrell, R-Stockport, Mike Benvenuto, R-Ghent, Sarah Sterling,D-Hudson1, Ellen Thurston, 
D-Hudson3 and Ron Knott, R-Stuyvesant.

"We have a productive future ahead of us, with at least three new seats opening up on in the board 
in 2016," Jones said.

The corporation's next board meeting is scheduled to be held at 8:30 a.m. Nov. 24 at its 4309 
Route 9 location in Greenport.

To reach reporter Katie Kocijanski, call the Register-Star at 518-828-1616, ext. 2495, or email 
 .kkocijanski@registerstar.com
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