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CEDC Letter to the Editor on Broadband 

Columbia Economic Development Corporation (CEDC) would like to highlight the message local business leaders and elected officials 

from around Columbia County are sending. High speed broadband access remains a “must have” in today’s digital age. Columbia 

County’s Board of Supervisors, along with Congressman Gibson, Senator Marchione and Assembly Member Barrett have been 

working diligently at the federal, state and local level towards securing the funding needed to build the infrastructure to keep 

Columbia County connected in the Internet Age. 

In the past two years, County leaders have successfully used survey results from businesses and residents to affirmatively illustrate 

the need for high-speed broadband in Columbia County to develop a comprehensive strategy to improve both unserved and 

underserved areas throughout the county. The County has made recent gains, with the help of ECC Technologies, in understanding 

the extensive service gaps and strategizing to build the important fiber backbone infrastructure that would connect schools and 

public libraries, thereby allowing businesses and residents to tap into that important network. Steps are already underway to 

coordinate the implementation of the strategy to pursue Federal Communication Commission (FCC) grant funding. 

Citizen engagement with their elected officials in this ongoing discussion is an important part of illustrating a direct and substantial 

need for broadband in Columbia County to both state and federal officials. Broad input and involvement is beneficial for all parties at 

the table and unifies short and long term goals. CEDC also believes that input from local residents, businesses, as well as 

government, education and the not for profit stakeholders, is critically important to insuring a comprehensive broadband solution. 

The confines of working between multiple levels of government and the county’s challenging geography can prove difficult at times 

for all involved, but collaboration, communication and partnership will result in a more comprehensive strategy, leading to a viable 

broadband solution. 

The benefits of broadband go beyond the home to attract new businesses, allow existing local businesses to create jobs, enable our 

students to learn in a high tech environment and increase home values. CEDC is committed to continuing to work in partnership with 

the County Board of Supervisors, our federal, state legislative representatives , the FCC and state Broadband Office, BOCES and our 

school districts, along with members of the recently organized community group, Connect Columbia,  to continue to advance 

broadband growth throughout the county. 
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