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GREENPORT — Columbia-Greene Community 
College is one of the top 10 community colleges in 
New York state, according to a ranking by 
www.edsmart.org.

The Greenport-based college was ranked third 
overall in the list by the website Edsmart, which is 
“an editorially independent review journal that 
provides educational guides and rankings that 
facilitate the path to and through college for 
students of all ages.”

“We’re pleased to see our standing as the third best 
community college in the state,” college President 
Jim Campion said in a statement. “The data 
supports other studies and demonstrates why C-GCC has earned a solid reputation as an institution 
of excellence.”

The “2016-2017 Best Community Colleges in New York” list was compiled by Edsmart using 
data from the National Center for Education Statistics.

A team at Edsmart compared outcomes from more than 120 community colleges throughout the 
state on retention, transfer and graduation rates, as well as net price to attend.

The college has been listed by the website as having a graduation rate of 30 percent, a transfer rate 
of 19 percent and a retention rate of 59 percent.

The annual net price to attend the school was calculated at $5,196, which includes tuition, books 
and living expenses.

Guttman Community College, in Manhattan, was ranked first, while Herkimer Community 
College was ranked second.

The website stated more than 90 percent of the state’s public community colleges are part of either 
the State University of New York or the City University of New York.

C-GCC Landscapes

The Greenport based campus of Columbia-
Greene Community College is pictured.
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“Congratulations to President Campion and all of the faculty, staff, and students at Columbia-
Greene Community College on being recognized as one of the Top 10 community colleges in 
New York,” said SUNY Chancellor Nancy L. Zimpher said in a statement. “This honor is much 
deserved.”

Allen Kolver, the college’s director of public relations said the ranking is exciting news and it 
supports other research the college has seen about how effective its faculty has been.

Kolver said the recent release of the college’s master plans sheds light on how happy students are 
with the faculty.

Student opinion surveys are collected at the end of each semester to get their feedback and to 
gauge satisfaction for the college’s academics.

“Our faculty consistently rate among the best, our students excel in their transfer institutions and 
in the careers they pursue, and our tuition remains competitive,” Campion said.

The public relations director said in September the college will kick off its 50th anniversary 
celebration. It was founded in 1966 and was originally based in Catskill.

Kolver said a temporary college campus was built in 1969 in Athens and the first class graduated 
in 1971.

The permanent campus in Greenport was built in 1974. Kolver said he used to live in Athens and 
remembers when the college first opened up shop.

Its first campus was located in an old schoolhouse in the village of Athens off of Second Street, 
which is now used as municipal offices.

Kolver has watched the college evolve during his 36-year career at the institution and said it has 
come a long way from its original roots.

Black-and-white photos of the old campus can be seen in the Professional Academic Building on 
campus.

To reach senior reporter Katie Kocijanski, call the Daily Mail at (518) 943-2100, ext. 3323 or 
email  or follow her on Twitter @katiekocijanski.kkocijanski@registerstar.com
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