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GREENPORT — Details of New York’s upcoming year emerged Friday as a 

representative from Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s administration summarized Cuomo’s 

State of the State address at Columbia-Greene Community College and took 

questions from Twin County stakeholders. 

State Environmental Facilities Corp. President and CEO Sabrina M. Ty gave the 

presentation, focusing on what she called the economic achievements of the 

administration, as Cuomo did during his regional State of the State address in Albany 

Jan. 11. 

She also announced economic programs proposed for the new year, such as $750 

million in Regional Economic Development Council grants, and touted Cuomo’s plan 

to make public higher education in the state free for families earning under $175,000. 

Ty detailed the lower tax rates to be put in effect in 2018: for those earning between 

$40,000 and $150,000 a year, the tax rate would go from 6.85 percent to 6.45 

percent; for those earning between $150,000 and $300,000 annually, the rate would 

go from 6.85 percent to 6.65 percent. 

Cuomo also plans to push to raise the "age of criminal responsibility" to 18, allowing 

16- and 17-year-olds accused of nonviolent crimes to go through the family court 

system, instead of the criminal court system, Ty said. 



Cuomo is also dedicated to providing sufficient defense to those who could not afford 

private attorneys, Ty said, prompting Ghent Town Supervisor Michael Benvenuto to 

ask why Cuomo vetoed a bill Dec. 31 that would have the state fund county public 

defenders. 

"I’m just trying to connect the dots," Benvenuto said. 

Ty said the ultimate bill Cuomo vetoed was too broad and would have taken over all 

costs of providing indigent defense, as opposed to providing public defenders at 

arraignment, which she said was Cuomo’s main intent. 

"It was prohibitive from a cost basis," she said. 

Ty addressed another question from the crowd about Cuomo’s "Broadband for All" 

program, which is investing $500 million to bring high-speed internet to all New 

Yorkers by 2018. 

Much progress has been made with the $500 million, Ty said, but added the amount 

of money was open to re-examination. 

Ty was also asked by Columbia County Board of Supervisors Chairman Matt Murell 

and Stuyvesant Town Supervisor Ron Knott how Cuomo’s free tuition program would 

affect Columbia-Greene Community College. 

The free tuition plans would include community colleges, Ty said, though she did not 

specify if tuition would be free at community colleges for families earning less than 

$125,000 each year. 
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